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The  Editor  s  Preface, 


JjR.  Francifco  Solano  Conjlancio,  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Portugal,  after  a  regular  comfe  of  studies 
at  London  and  Edinburgh,  having  been  refufed  the 
d-egree  of  DoBor  of  Medicine  by  the  Univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  world, 
a?id  to  his  own  charadler,  to  addrefs  his  fellow-Stu- 
dents in  the  following  letter.   I'he  Gentleman  who 
710W  brings  forivard  a  fecond  Edition  of  this  pamph- 
let, does  fo  in  jufiice  to  an  abfent  friend,  whoje 
name  has  been  mofi  infidiovjly  traduced  ftnce  his  de- 
parture from  this  Coufitry.    Thofe  men  who  had  not 
courage  to  attack  him.  fairly  and  openly,  have  been 
hafe  enough  to  life  the  dagger  of  the  affajin ;  not 
however  with  that  fuccefs  their  malice  fondly  antici- 
pated. 

How  Dr.  Conflancio  ivas  treated  by  the  Prof cffors 
en  his  examination,  the  pamphlet  itfelf  will  pew. 
His  ftatement  of  the  facts  mvft  be  held  as  true  ;  had 
it  beenfalfe,  or  even  exaggerated,  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Medical  chairs  would  undoubtedly  have  conde^ 
fccnded  to  contradi&  it.  Nor  will  it  be  enough  for  the 
learned  Dodtors  to  alledge,  that  it  is  beneath  their 
dignity  to  enter  the  Lifts  of  argument  with  every 
man  to  whom  they  judge  it  proper  to  deny  a  Diplo- 
ma.   It  is  ivell  known  at  Edinburgh,  that  they  felt 
■firfficie?itly  fore  upon  thepubliciition  of  this  pamphlet ; 
and  the  world  zvill  more  than  fufpedl  that  they  fjjield 
themfclves  under  the  importance  of  their  fitu alio Ji, 
from  anfwering  what  ihey  dare  not  deny.  Thofe 
who  know  at  once  Dr.  Conjlancio' s  uncommon  abi- 
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lities  and  learning,  and  the  ignorance  and  incapacity 
of  jnany  who  have  been  even  of  late  graduated  hy 
this  illiijlrious  Medical  School,  -will  attribute  his 
rrjeStion  to  its  proper  motives'^'.  They  will  fujpect 
that  even  learned  Profejfors  have  not  fufficient  Phi- 
lofophy  to  bear  with  temper  the  Jhafts  of  ridicule. 

It  has  a?}io?igJl  other  things  been  induftrionfly  pro- 
pagated {from  what  quarter  the  Editor  does  not 
prefujne  to  fay)  that  Dr.  Conjlancio  held  hinfelf  out 
as  the  fon  of  Mr.  Manuel  Confiajicio,  the  Profejfor 
of  Anatomy  at  Lifbon,  when  infa^^  he  ivas  not  fo. 
This  injurious  Jlander  fbews  the  mean  arts  his  ene-^ 
mies  have  been  reduced  to,  but  it  does  not  deferve 
refutation.  Thofe  who  circulated  it  ivell  knezv  it 
to  be  a  mofl  tnalignant  falfchood,  and  thojewho  have 
doubts  in  this  refpedt,  may  upon  application  to  any 
refpectable  Portuguefe  Houfe  in  Town,  or  to  his 
Excellency  the  Portuguese  Ambajfador,  be  fully  fa- 
lisfied,  that  his  father  is  the  Profe/for  of  Anatomy, 
and  Surgeon  to  the  Queen's  Houfehold  ;  and  that 
Dr.  Confiancio  himfelf  ivas  fent  to  purfue  his  fludies 
here,  under  tli^efinimediate  patronage  of  the  Court  of 
■  Portugal.  ~'-  ■ 

London,  f 
-September  lyc)  J,  ^ 

*  It-is  believed  that  Dr,  Constancio  does  not  possess  much  less  know- 
ledge, both  ih  Science  and, in. Medicine,  than  even  tlie  Son,  and  probable 
Successor,  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  who  at  last  Graduation,  was  in- 
vested with  the  Csip- 
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Gentlemen, 

OU  are  all  well  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
_  ftances  which  have  given  rife  to  this  publi- 
cation;  therefore  any  explanation  on  the  fub- 
jea  is  unneceCQiry.    To  you  I  addrefs  the  following 
pages,  becaufe  I  deem  you  the  only  impartial  judges 
of  the  condua  of  the  ProfelTors  towards  me :  none 
are  fo  competent  to  decide  on  the  truth  of  thefaas 
here  adduced,  as  you,  who  have  been  eye-witnefles 
of  molt  of  them.    Onyour  decifion  I  rely;  andif  I 
fhall  be  acquitted  by  a  jury  of  enlightened  men, 
of  men  who  have  of  themfelves  raifed  the  credit 
of  this  Univerfity,  who  fo  often  have  taught  their 
mafters*,  and  forced  them  to  abandon  old  and  erro- 
neous opinions,  who,  in  fliort,  are  now  fo  fuperior 
to  their  teachers  ;  fuch  a  verdia  will  firmly  root 
in  my  mind  the  only  impreffion  which  the  behaviour 
of  our  ProfelTors  left  in  me     a  marked  contempt. 

It  may  appear  prefumptuous  to  anticipate  your 
decifion,  before  all  your  opinions  are  known  to 


me 


•  In  this  number  are,  Fordyce,  Hewfon,  Goodwyn,  Menzies,  Lu- 
furiaga,  Lubbock,  Bcddoes,  &e. 
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me,  but  the  confcioulners  of  having  been  treated 
in  an  iinjuft  manner,  and  the  many  proofs  I  have 
had  of  your  candour,  leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  you  win  acquit  me.  My  rejeftion.  Gentlemen, 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all  thofe,  that,  like  me, 
have  not  feared  thebugbearof  a  privileged  teacher, 
who,  whether  good  or  bad,  muft  be  fee'd,  heard, 
reverenced,  and  courted,  to  obtain  the  Magic  Cap. 
Ye,  who  dare  think  for  yourfelves,  tremble  !  foj- 
the  rod  of  power  is  lifted  ^.gainft  all  unbelievers  in 
the  godlike  wifdom  of  your  hired  teachers.  My 
caufe  is  yours  ;  the  fame  fate  may  befall  any  of 
you,  for  the  fame  crimes.  It  is  the  - policy  of 
Univerfities,  to  rejeft  fome  candidates  yearly;  why 
not  the  obiK)xions  in  preference  ? 

It  is  with  real  fatisfaftion  I  can  afTure  my  friends, 
as  well  as  my  enemies,  that  the  vengeance  of  the 
latter  was  impotent;  in  my  country,  where  an 
examination  is  always  undergone  by  foreign  gra- 
duates, my  abilities,  or  my  ignorance,  will  de- 
termine my  fuccefs. 

The  event  which  has  juft  taken  place  was  not 
unexpe61ed  :  I  had  forefeen,  that  were  I  to  offer 
myfelf,  I  fliould  infallibly  be  reje6ted.  Six  months 
ago,  moft  of  my  fellow  Students  expreffed  the 
fame  behef;  and,  I  flatter  myfelf,  it  was  not  on 
the  ground  of  my  pi'ofound  ignorance.  I  had  too 
nmch  reafon  to  expe6t  the  punifliment  incurred 
by  the  great  crime  of  having  fpoken  the  truth 
freely  at  an  Univerfity.  At  laft  I  determined  to 
try  the  candour  of  the  Wife  Men  ;  and  the  event 

too 
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too  well  proved  how  right' rtiy.  fears  had  been.  So 
fare  was  I  of  what  would  happen,  that,  in  the 
month  of  April  179^,  1  took  a  degree  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  St  Andrew's,  in  virtue  of  an  atteftation 
of  my  having  attended  all  branches  of  Medicine,, 
and  being  able  to  praftife,  figned  by  feveral  Phy- 
ficians,  whofe  names  would  not  lofe  by  a  compa- 
rifoii  with  my  enemies.  You  fee,,  then.  Gentle- 
men, that  I  am  as  good  a  Do6tor  as  one  of  your 
Profeflbrs  *,  who  obtained  his  parchment  from  the 
fame  fource,  and.  who  formerly  dealt  To  much  in 
figning  atteftations  for  thofe  who  chofe  to  obtain 
the  like. 

3y  the  account  fubjoined  of  my  examination, 
you  will  find,  that  the  oftenfible  reafons  for  my 
being  rejefted  were,  i7no,  Becaufe  I  could  not  an- 
fwer  a  queftion  from  Dr.  Monro,  which  he  himfelf 
confefTed,  after  the  examination,  every  man  could 
anfwer:  the  purport  of  it  was,  to  know  why  the 
lungs  do  not  coUapfe  in  a  living  man  ?  and  why, 
when  a  wound  is  made  into  the  thorax,  they  fall 
into  that  ftate  ?  You  fee  evidently,  that  nothing 
but  circumlocution  and  obfcuri.ty  would  have  pre- 
vented my  anfwering  what  every  common  por- 
ter could  eafily  refolve,  2do,  I  could  not  tell  by  what 
procefs  and  apparatus  the  tartarous  acid  and  anti- 
mony were  united  by  the  apothecaries,  in  making 
the  tartrite  of  antimony.  I  queftion  much  if  the 
great  Monro  knows  it  at  this  moment.  Thefe  two 
are  the  only  things  that  could  be  given  as  reafons 

for 
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for  my  rejectionj  I  having  in  no  other  inftance 
committed  any  error  whatever. 

Are  thele  motives  to  have  reje6led  a  man,  who, 
during  an  examination  of  an  hour  and  a  half*, 
fliews  his  knowledge  of  every  branch  of  Medicine; 
who  commits  no  miftake,  from  which  the  lives  of  ' 
his  patients  can  in  the  fmalleft  degree  fuffer  ?  Had 
I  failed  in  anfwering  four  or  five  queftions,  of  no  im- 
portance to  praftice,  did  I  deferve  to  be  declared 
totally  incapable  ofpraaifing?  If  fuch  a  decifion 
was  juft,  then  let  my  judges  fliudder  at  the  prodi- 
gious number  of  men,  who,  totally  ignorant  of 
Medicine,  have  by  them  been  furniflied  with  a 
pompous  Diploma.    This  is  a  lamentable  truth, 
which  none  of  them  dares  deny.  Yet  this  Senate  de- 
clared to  me,by  their  organ  Dr.  Monro,  That  of  all 
men  who  ever  offered  thenifelves  as  candidates  for  a 
DoBor's  degree,none  ever  anfwered  ivorfe.  If  you  be- 
lieve me  to  be  a  greater  blockhead  than  many  who 
have  attained  the  high  honour  of  Do6lor  at  Edin- 
burgh, then  I  fliall  reft  fatisfied  with  the  juftice  of  my 
examinators;  but,  I  truft,  that,  after  five  years  at- 
tention to  medicine,  I  am  not  quite  fo  deficient 
as  the  Profefibrs  would  perfuade  me.  Without 
comparing  myfelf,  I  cannot  help  bringing  to  my 
recolle<5lion  many  graduates,  whofe  ignorance  of 
Medicine  and  of  Latin  are  notorious.    It  is  well 
known  to  you,  that  many  never  ftudy  Medicine 
until  the  laft  fix  months,  and  then  with  a  grinder, 
"who  teaches  queftion  and  anfwer  :  yet  thele  men, 

often 
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often  unable  to  exprefs  themfelves  in  a  language 
of  which  they  are  intirely  ignorant,  obtain  with 
great  eafe  their  Diplomas.    I  have  known  one, 
who  a  day  previous  to  his  examination,  freely 
confeiTed  to  me,  he  could  not  tranflate  the  eafieft 
palTageof  the  eafieft  Latin  author;  yet  the  exa- 
minations  are  all  in  Latin  !  Is  it  not  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety,  that  many  gentlemen  buy  their 
Thefes  ready  made?  as  to  getting  them  tranflated, 
that  is  done  even  by  the  fons  of  Profeflbrs,  whofe 
fathers  often  allow  them  to  be  publiflied,  filled  with 
fliameful  blunders.    Laftly,  is  it  not  known  to  all 
phyficians,  that  there  have  been,  particularly  of 
late,  a  great  number  of  Edinburgh  graduates  re- 
jeaed  at  the  College  in  London,  for  not  being  able 
to  anfwer  the  fimpleft  queftions  ?  Need  I  dwell  any 
longer  upon  what  you  are  all  convinced  of,  a  mat- 
ter of  the  greateft  publicity  ? 

Thefe  confiderations  will  be  fufficient,  I  hope,  to 
convince  you,  that  I  was  made  a  victim,  becaufe  I 
had  dared  to  fpeak  my  mind  freely,— becaufe  I 
had  cenfured  the  leftures,  the  opinions,  the  con- 
duaof  the  ProfefTors,  laughed  at  their  comical  pu- 
blic examination* —in  fliort, beca-ufe  I  courted  no 
favour,  and  expofed  their  ignorance  whenever  an 
opportunity  offered  itfelf. 

It  was  no  doubt  imprudent,  on  my  part,  to  cen- 
fare  men  who  could  fo  eafily  revenge  themfelves. 
But  could  any  man,  who  has  a  regard  for  truth,  who 

hates 


*  This  alludes  to  a  letter  publiriietl  in  a  Periodical  Paper,  wiih  ju.lice 
attributed  to  me. 
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hates  quackery,  fee  the  farce  of  a  public  exa- 
mination with  patience  ?  Here  ftands  a  Profeflbr, 
with  the  queilions  he  means  to  aflx  written  on  the 
margin  of  the  Candidate's  Thefis ;  there  another, 
afraid  of  entering  into  a  controverfy  with  a  better 
Latin  fcholar  than  himfelf,  praifes  a  bad  Thefis  to 
the  flues,  and  refufes  to  queftion  the  autlior.  The 
Gentlemen  for  the  moft  part  anfwer  the  queftions 
with  a  grin  ;  often  they  read  a  paffage  of  their 
DifTertation,  which  forms  a  pretty  contraft  to  the 
queftions  and  fpeeches  of  their  Examinators.  In 
the  fame  manner  that  I  cenfured  this  farce,  and 
wiflied  myfelf  a  fecond  Moliere,  to  paint  it  in  its 
proper  colours,  I  alfo  ridiculed  the  pretenfions  of 
fome  ProfefTors  to  difcoveries  they  never  made, 
to  the  knowledge  of  languages  they  never  learnt. 
Nor  have  I  been  able  to  liften  patiently  to  the 
jargon  delivered  in  many  of  their  ledlures ;  they 
became  to  me  fo  tedious,  uninterefting,  and  dif- 
gufting,  that  I  often  preferred  to  employ  my  time 
better  than  in  hearing  them.    This,  I  underftand, 
is  a  reafon  adduced  for  my  rejeftion.    It  is  hard, 
that  we  not  only  are  obliged  to  fee  the  Profeffors,  to 
court  them,  and  their  fons,  but  even  to  hear  them  ! 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  take  a  fliort 
view  of  the  merits  of  thefe  men. 

Although  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  examina- 
tions in  Latin,  yet,  fince  this  is  the  language  made 
life  of  in  this  Univeriity,  let  us  fee  whether  all  its 
members  know  more  of  it  than  what  juft  fuffices 
for  writ;ng  a  common  prefcription.  The  ignorance 

of 
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offome  on  this  head  is  fo  manifeft,  that  the  Pro- 
feflbrs  themfelves  have  difcovered,  at  the  public, 
examination,  many  grammatical  errors  in  the 
Diflertations  corre6ted  by  their  colleagues.  The 
flimous  Brown  ufed  to  fay,  thai  he  tranllated  his 
Elementa  into  Englifli,  to  render  the  work  intel- 
ligible to  fome  of  the  Profeflbrs.  With  much 
more  reafon  might  he  now  fee  a  ncceffity  for  fuch 
a  meafure;  when  one  Profeflbr  gives  out  in  the 
Infirmary  the  foUov/ing  phrafe,  Rejlet  emplaftnm ; 
OY,  in  plain  Englifli,  Let  the  plafter  Itay  in  its. 
place ;  or,  when  he  dilputes,  whether  vcfpcri  be 
Latin,  or  if  there  is  fuch  a  term  as  fincipui. 
Another,  I  can  prove,  can  neither  conjugate  a 
verb,  nor  decline  a  noun;  at  leaft  he  thought  that 
pafebam  was. the  imperfeft  of  poJJ^im,  and  paucibus 
the  ablative  plural  of  paitcus. 

Now  to  their  fcience,  and  particularly  their 
knowledge  of  Chemiftry,  of  which  Dr.  Monro  had 
the  infolence  to  tell  me  I  did  not  know  the  princi- 
ples, becaufe  I  forgot  the  pharmaceutical  prepa- 
ration of  the  tartrite  of  antimony.  Unluckily  the 
chemical  knowledge  of  this  great  man  is  not  much 
admired,  and  I  believe,  his  ignorance  on  the  fub- 
je6t  is  almoft  proverbial  among  the,  ftudents.  How 
often  hcvveyou  heard  a  certain  great*  man  declare, 
that  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
fomevohat  which  is  given  out,  and  the  fomcwhat 
taken  in,  in  refpiration,  although  his  great  genius 
had,  as  far  bach  as  the  time  ivhc?i  he  began  to  IcBure 

in 
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in  this  place,  fufpecicd  that fomeivhat  was  given  out, 
and foinewhat  was  taken  in,  in  refpiration? — So  did 
my  nurfe.    Who  has  not  heard  him  prove,  a  priori 
that  no  uncombined  foda  can  exift  in  the  blood  ?  His 
diagrams,  his  wooden  frogs,  his  eternal  fomewhat, 
the  eaufe  of  every  thing,  his  prentenfions  to  difco- 
very,  are  vvell  known  to  you  :  his  improvements 
are  bright  and  numerous ;  his  books,  although  now 
fold  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  and  fometimes  for 
fnufF-paper,  are  bulky  and  valuable.    What  has  his 
eye  of  lynx  not  obferved,  which  efcaped  the  fenfes 
of  other  men  !    Had  he  not  the  modefty  to  afTert, 
once,  that  "a  certain''  Mr.  Cline's  gorgets  had 
been  invented  by  himfelf,  and  found  not  to  anfweri^ 
Yes,  perhaps  in  his  own  hands. 

The  next  precious  limb  of  the  Univerfity  is  the 
Metaphyfician,*  whofe  knowledge  in  Chemiftry  is 
not  greater  than  that  of  his  colleague  already  de- 
fcribed.  His  le6lures  are  delivered  in  the  greateft 
diforder,  the  greateft  part  of  the  time  being  taken 
up,  with  either  reading  long  paiTages  from  bad  old 
authors,  or  in  relating  ftories,  fome  of  which  are 
6nly  fit  to  amufe  children.  He  is  fuch  an  utter 
ftranger  to  method,  that  1  have  heard  him  begin  a 
lecture  on  fever,  and  end  it  with  rules  for  putting  on 
Hofes.  By  intermingling  his  ridiculous  tales  with 
the  doctrine  of  fevers,  wliich  takes  up  almoft  the 
whole  of  his  courfe,  he  ftrives  to  excite  the  mirth. 
6f  the  thoughtlefs,  who  daily  go  to  his  lectures  to 
lounge  for  an  hour  ;  but  I  am  confident,  that  no 

man 
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man  of  fenfe  can  patiently  hear  fuch  a  medley  of 
iionfenfe  mixed  with  art  imperfea,  incomplete, 
and  confufed  account  of  a  few  difeafes  only  ;  for 
he  refers  his  Undents  to  other  authors  for  informa- 
tion on  the  remaining  difeafes,  which  he  forgets  to 
treat  of.  This  man  has  been  known  to  say  to  feve- 
ral  gentlemen,  who  exprefled  their  determination 
not  to  graduate  here,  on  account  of  their  deficiency 
in  the  Latin  language,  this  great  man  told  them, 
that  in  a  month  a  grinder  would  teach  all  that  was 
neceflfary  to  pafs :  hoiv  well  is  he  aware  that  the 
£xaminatio?is  are  fo?netimes  a  farce  ! 

One  ProfelTor,  *  I  need  not  inform  you,  was  na- 
med to  teach  what  he  did  not  know:  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  fdent  and  modefi  difcoverer  of 
every  thing.  Another  \  delivers  le6lures  on  the 
properties  and  difeales  of  the  nervous  fluid,  and 
concludes  by  doubting  its  exiftence; — talks  of  the 
irritative,  the  nervous,  the  paralytic  rheumatifm. 
He  explains  all  phenomena  in  phyliology  by  the 
hydrocarbonous  impregnation  ;  his  verbofe,  mo- 
notonous, and  empty  leftures  are  equal  to  opiates 
in  foporific  power.  Of  a  certain  old  man,  his  age  is 
a  fufficient  excufe  for  the  nature  of  his  le6tures.  § 

It  is  impoffible  to  pafs  in  filence  the  pedantic 
'Petit-maitre,-\  and  his  blunders.    His  genius  is  al- 

B  ready 

•  Alluding,  it  Is  fuppofed,  to  the  Profcfror  of  Botany. 
X  Is  tliis  the  St.  Andrew's  Doctor  before  mentioned? 
§  Dr.  Home.    It  is  juftice  to  that  Gentleman,  to  fay  that  (le  did  not 
concur  in  Ihis  proceeding  of  his  Colleagues. 

t  Perhaps  this  is  intended  to  be  applied  to  Dr,  Hope,  the  juvenile  Pro- 
fesspr  of  Chemistry. 


C    to  ] 


ready  known,  by  a  curious  theory  of  inflammation, 
which  lie  delivered  in  his  lectures,  in  order  to  teach 
thofe  who  debated  on  that  lubje<5t,  in  the  Medical 
Society.  One  of  his  propofitions  is,  that  the  fmall 
arteries  have  a  power  quite  different  from  any  pof- 
fefled  by  the  trunks,  which  conftantly  tends  to  con- 
tra6l  them  :  this  is  the  vis  tonica,  which,  however, 
is  completely  counterbalanced  by  the  vis  a  tergo  : 
.ergo,~  the  fmalleft  arteries  have  no  motion  !  !  !.  A 
mere  novice  in  Medicine,  he  thought  of  teaching 
it. — When  he  acquires  more  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
feffion,  then  let  him  look  back  to  the  cafe -books  of 
-the  infirmary,  let  him  be  afliamed,  nay,  fliudder  at 
his  ignorance.  Did  he  not  treat  a  patient,  labour- 
ing under  enteritis  with  opium  and  calomel?  he 
never  thought  of  evacuating  the  inteftines  by  mild 
laxatives,  but  was  imprudent  enough  to  exhibit 
repeated  drajlic  purges.  Did  he  not  poftpone  the 
ufe  of  tonics,  in  a  typhous  fucceeding  fmall-pox, 
from 'being  unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  exhibit- 
ing them  ?  Yet  this  man  le6tured;  he  taught  us 
Medicine.  You  may  judge,  whether  he  does  not 
deferve  to  be  expunged  from  the  lift  of  Phyficians, 
Let  the  world  decide,  which  is  more  elfential  for  a 
Phyfician  so  know,  the.  mode  of  preparing  a  medi- 
cine, or  the  method  of  curing  patients  of  the  moft 
common  difeafes.  Recolleft  the  names  of  Patter- 
fon,  of  Gray,  of  Wood  j  and  fay,  if  what  I  alTert 
is  falfe. 

Such  are.  Gentlemen,  the  men  by  whom  I  have 
been  rejected.     Nothing  Icfs  could  be  expe6led 

from 


from  Uni  veiTity-tyrants.  My  crimes  were  great  : 
in  Medicine,  as  in  other  matters,  I  was  not 
orthodox ;  I  dared  to  fpeak  the  truth  openly,  and 
to  doubt  of  the  infallibility  of  the  Senatus.  I  de- 
clared their  examinations  to  be  mere  flirce,  becaufe 
I  lliw  men  who  profeffed  to  know' nothing  of  Me- 
dicine, nay,  perfeft  ideots,  yearly  honoured  with 
the  Cap.  The  ProfelFors  have  now  attempted  to 
prove,  that  an  examination  is  not  a  farce;  but 
unlefs  they  perfuade  the  world,  that  I  am  more 
ignorant  than  any  of  thofe  who  have  graduated 
here,  they  will  only  have  fubftantiated  my  charge 
againft  themfelves,  and  the  public  will  be  convin- 
ced, that  neither  knowledge  nor  abilities  are  re- 
quired, nor  are  they  fufficient  to  obtain  a  degree. 


A 


A Jhort  Account  of  the  Examination  /  nnder^ 
went,  at  the  hoiife  of  Dr  Monro,  on  Friday, 


Dr.  MONRO, 

Profeffbr   of  Anatomy. 

According  to  his  defire,  I  defcribed  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  in  the  adult,  gave  the  proofs  of  it; 
defcribeld  the  ftrufture  of  the  heart  and  blood- 
vefTels,  gave  proofs  of  the  mufcularity  of  the  ar- 
teries; mentioned  the  ufe  of  valves  in  the  veins, 
and  where  they  are  found ;  difiinguinied  haemorr- 
hage into  aflive  and  paifive,  and  explained  their 
nature,  how  inflammation  was  produced ;  that  is, 
I  faid,  that  a  jiimiilus  excited  the  arteries  of  the 
part  where  an  accumulation  took  place,  becaufe 
the  blood  could  not  return  back  to  the  heart  as 
quickly  as  the  veflels  propelled  it  into  the  in- 
flamed part.     I  then  explained  the  means  by 
which  refpiration  was  carried  on,  its  ufes,  the 
fl:ru6iure  and  veflels  of  the  trachea,  bronchia,  and 
lungs,  the  flze  and  mode,  of  communication  of  the 
air-cells,  then  the  covering  of  the  lungs,  mcdia- 
(tinum,  its  fituation,  ufe,  &c.    Laftiy,  Dr  Monro 
alkei  a  queflion,  which,  on  account  of  its  length 
and  circumlocution,  even  when  I  required  him  to 
explain  himfelf,  I  did  not  anfwer:   Dr  Monro 
meant  by  it  to  alk  the  rcafon,  why,  when  the  tho- 
rax 
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r,.  was  wounded,  the  lungs  collapfe?  Dr  Monro 
appeared  fatisfied  with  the  reft  of  my  anfwers. 

Dr  GREGORY, 

Profejfor  of  the  Pradlicc  of  FhyfiC 
Required  me  to  enumerate  the  difeafes  to  which 
the  lungs  are  fubjea.    I  told  him  they  were  m- 
fiammation,  and  its  confequences,  hydrothorax. 
hcemoptyfis,  phthifispulnwnalis:  I  flud     could  re- 
collea  no  more ;  when  Dr  Gregory,  in  lU-humoui. 
alked,  if  there  was  no  difeafe  of  the  whole  organs 
and  funaion  of  refpiration  ?  1  anfwered,  Sufpended 
animation  or  afphy.ia.    He  did  not  feem  pleafed, 
and  alked  the  definition  of  afphyxia  ;  I  replied, 
that  it  was  no  more  than  a  total  ceiTation  for  the 
time  of  the  whole  funaions  of  the  body,  cauled  by 
fulFocation,  or  the  prefence  of  unrefpirable  air 
rendering  refpiration  impoffible.    I  mentioned 
particularly,  that  the  affeaion  of  the  brain  and 
nerves  were  here  a  confequence  of  impeded  rei- 
piration,  not  as  in  other  difeafes,  where  they  are 
the  caufe.   This  difpleafed  the  Doaor  exceffively, 
probably  becaufe  he  entertains  fome  old  ridiculous 
notion,  that  acid  vapours  aa  firft  upon  the  brain 
aud  nerves:  his  little  acquaintance  with  pneuma- 
tic medicine  may  be  an  excufe  for  his  ignorance. 
He  then  aiked.  To  what  clafs,  order,  and  genus, 
in  Cullen'sNofology,a/:*^J'^^^^ belonged.  Notrecol- 
leaing  to  have  feen  it  there,  I  hefitated,and  at  laft 
faid  it  could  only  belong  either  to  the  Adynamia, 
or  the  comata  of  the  nsurofos :  to  which  of  the  two  ? 

faid 
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faid  he;  I  then  recolleaing  to  have  feen  It  as  a 
fynonyme,  under  the  Comata,  referred",  it  accor- 
dingly:  he  immediately  afked  the  definition  of 
Comafa  ;  which  was  given.  Dr  Gregory  faid  very 
peeviflily,  "  Then  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Cma^a, 
but  to  Syncope,  a  genus  of  the  order  Adynamia.'' 
I  am  forry  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  have  re- 
quired him  to  give  the  definition  of  Syncope,  and 
of  the  Adynamice  ;  for,  I  believe  I  might  have  con- 
vinced him.  that  in  the  afpbyj:ia  fubmerforum  or 
from  carbonic  acid,  which  I  fpecified,  there  was 
fomething  more  than  motus  cordis  imnmiutus,  vel 
aliquandiu  quiefcens.    Mr.  John  Hunter  was  fub- 
jea  to  a  fimilar  complaint,  without  having  any 
cjpbyxia. 

The  faa  is,  that  there  is  no  fuch  difeafe  included 
in  CuUen's  Nofology,  except  as  a  fynonyme  from 
Sauvages  under  apoplexia,  that  is,  under  the  Comata 
to  which  I  referred  it.  There  Dr.  Gregory  will 
find  the  qfphyxia  a  fumis  a  carbone  fubnierforum. 
while  Mud^vfyncope  he  will  only  fee  that  a  pathe- 
mate.  How  evident  is  it  that  he  only  meant  to 
puzzle,  by  requiring  me  to  refer  a  difeafe  to  a  no- 
fology where  it  is  not !  and  how  ridiculous  was  the 
correaion  of  the  nofologift !  He  was  proceeding 
on  his  queftions,  when  Dr.  Home,  who  Teemed  to 
be  heartily  tired,  begged  him  to  ftop. 

Dr.  home, 

Profefor  of  Materia  Medica, 
Queftioned  me  on  phthip,  its  caufes,  its  various 
ftages,  the  cure  of  the  inflamatory  ftagc,  the  pro- 
per 


per  regimen,  tfie  remedies ;  in  all  which  he  wa« 
anfwered  to  his  perfeft  fatisfaction. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD, 

Profeffor  of  Botany, 
Ail.ed  the  definition  of  Heftic,  the  termination  of 
the  fit;  I  mentioned  it  to  be  in  fweat,  which  did 
not  leave  the  patient  relieved,  and  that  often,  in  the 
middle  of  the  fever,  the  chilling  came  on :  I  alio 
mentioned  the  caufes ;  as,  fuppurating  ulcers,  wheii 
an  irritation  was  prefent:  I  faid  it  accompanied 
pbihifis,  and  many  difeafes,  but  was  -rometimeB 
idiopathic,-, mch. is  undeniable.    Although  the 
Doaor  did  not  feem  pleafed,  I  refer  him  toToxyn- 
fend's  Guide  to  Health,  where  there  is  a  cafe  of 
Hcaic,  attended  with  worms,  without  an  afFeaion 
of  any  part ;  to  Saitvages  ;  and  to  Dr.  Hamilton  of 
Lynn  Regis.    He  allied,  what  part  of  the  body  the 
fweat  occupied  moil?  I  could  fpecify  none  in  par^ 
ticular:  he  replied,  the. upper  parts.    This  obfer- 
vation  is  neither  general  in  authors,  nor  of  any 
confequence.    Thus  he  terminated  his  queftions. 

Dr  DUNCAN, 

Profejor  of  the  Theory  of  Phyfic, 
Queftioned  me  on  bydrothorax ;  I  gave  the  fymp- 
toms,  with  the  exception  of  the  ftarting  from  fleep, 
and  the  irregular  pulfe,  which  I  mentioned  the 
moment  the  ftate  of  both  was  afked.  I  alfo  gave 
the  reafon  of  the  difficulty  of  lying  iti  a  horizontal 

pofture. 


pofture,  from  the  preniire  of  tlie  fluid  on  the  dia- 
phragm,  and  perliaps,  ss  fome  fay,  on  the  bran, 
chia.  I  likewife  gave  the  caufes  of  hydrolhorax. 
Finally, 

Dk.  hope, 

Profefor  of  Cbemifiry  (jointly  with  Dr.  Black, ) 
Afked  the  definition  of  pcrtujis ;  which  was  given, 
or  rather  an  account  of  the  fymptoms;  therefore 
I  did  not  mention  its  being  contagious  until  he 
afked  the  caufe  ;  which  I  faid  was  a  peculiar  con- 
tagion, inducing  fpafm.    I  mentioned,  that  the  fits 
terminated  in  convulfions,    often  in  vomiting, 
which  was  a  favourable  fymptom;  that  the  face 
became  turgid,  and  fometimes  blood  guflied  out 
from  the  eyes,  ears,  &c.    1  faid  (all  this  in  an- 
fwer  to  appropriate  queftions),  that  it  fucceeded 
catarrh;  that  it  lafted  from  £l  month  upwards; 
that  it  attacked  men  generally  once  in  life,  ofteneft 
when  children,  and  was  moft  dangerous  to  chil- 
dren, whom  it  affefted  more  from  the  irritable 
Jlate  of  their  inteftines.    The  remedies,  I  faid, 
were  chiefly  emetics,  antifpafmodics,  diaphoretics, 
laxatives,  &c.    He  required  me  to  name  fome 
diaphoretic  medicines;  I  mentioned  emetics  in 
naufating  dofes,  ipecacuanha  aud  opium,  diluents, 
6tc.    He  then  allied,  if  there  was  no  neutral  fait  ? 
and,  on  my  hefitating,  he  faid,  one  which  made  an 
baujlus  falinusy  of  which  he  afked  the  ingredients  ; 
aud  was  anfwered,  potajjli  and  nitrous  acid,  which 
is  really  a  diaphoretic  medicine  ;  but  Dr.  H.  ap- 
peared 
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iartd  difpleafed,  becaufe  he  meant  to  aflc  the  con- 
ft  tfent  parts  of -the  common  banfius  fahnus  ; 
■  "LL-er,  there  was  no  error  on  mj  part ; 
he  then  afl^ed.  whether  tertuj.s  belonged  *o 

lanfweredinthe  negative     D  .  Hop= 
then  afked  me  the  component  parts  of  emetic  tai 
;  I  repUed,  the  tartarou,  acid  and  antimony^ 
^  Ho;  would  you  prepare  it?  I  rephed.  And 

thus  ended  my  examination. 

Beinglhewn  into  the  next  room,  Dr  Monro  ft.on 
came  and  announced  to  me  the  news  of  my 
tion,  giving  as  reafons,  my  not  havmg  folved  his 
nd  Dr  Hope's  queftions.  who.  in  P-ticular  was 
decided  in  his  opinion,  that  I  ought  to  be  rejea  d 
Dr  M.  e^cpreffed  his  furprife  at  my  not  having 
anfwered  the  fimple  queftion  he  had  alked.  faying, 
it  was  fo  very  plain,  that  he  never  had  met  a  maa 
who  could  not  anfwer  it ;  to  which  I  replied,  Tte 
j,rovcs  that  it  was  its  obfcurity  alone  which  prevented^ 
iy  giving  a  proper  a^Jwer."    I  remonftrated  againft 
the  injuftice  of  the  decifion,  and  begged  he  would 
let  me  fpeak  to  the  other  Profeffors ;  Dr.  M.  ex- 
cufed  himfelf,  faying  they  were  gone.    To  try, 
ftiU  more  their  charaaer,  I  requefted  to  have  a 
fecond  examination  ;  but  this  was  refufed  by  Di 
Monro,  and  by  the  others,  who,  it  feems  had 
already  given  him  orders  that  purpofe.    1  heir 
reafons  for  denying  to  me  what  had  been  granted 
•  to  many  before,  was,  that  I  had  not  fliewn  myfelf 
much  agitated  with  fear  during  the  examination : 
Your  abilities,  Sir.  (faid  Monro),  arc.  wc  know. 

Q  above 


above  par,  but,  then.  muttering  fome^ 

thing  which  I  did  not  underftand,  he  pointed  to 
my  atteftation,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  I  had  attended  the  clafTes  only  once, 
except  the  Clinical  ledures ;  and  on  my  replying, 
that  he  well  knew  I  had  in  London  attended  two 
courfes  of  anatomy,  phyfiology,  diffeaion,  and  fur- 
jgery,  with  Mr.  Cline,  one  with  Dr.  Baillie  and 
Mr.  Cruickfhanks ;  that  I  had  been  a  pupil  of  Dr. 
Pordyce,  of  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Dr.  Higgins,  of  Mr. 
Pearfon  ;  that  I  had  attended  the  praftice  of  St 
Thomas's  and  Guy's  Hofpitals  ;  and,  moreover, 
that  T  was  not  certain  if  I  could  have  remained 
^ong  atthis  univerfity;  he  feemed  to  hint,  he 
would  have  let  me  attend  his  le6lures  gratis  ! ! !  1 ! 
Finally,  he  difmiffed  me,  faying  :  « Sir,  Of  all 
who  have  ever  offered  them/elves  as  candidates,  7ione 
everanfxvered  worfe  than  you  :  the  exanwiation  was 
very  fair,  a?id  we  want  to  prove,  that  this  is  a 

31EAL    EXAMINATION,   NOT   A   MERE   MATTER  OF 
TORM." 

Thus,  Gentlemen,  I  conclude  this  Appeal  to 
your  candour;  and  i  call  upon  the  professors 
TO  ANSWER  MY  STATEMENT ;  certain,  that  if  they 
retain  a  fpark  of  honour,  which  I  trull  they  do, 
they  will  not  dare  to  contradidl  the  fa<51s  I  have 
laid  before  you. 
I  am. 

Gentlemen, 
With  profound  regard, 
EBiKBt^ncir,  >        Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
May  ,s,.w.i^  F.  S.  C  O  N  S  T  A  N  C I O, 


Postsciipt, 

n^HE  public  may  be  desirous  io  know  fpecifically  the  offence 
^  given  by  Dr.  Conjlancio  to  the  Senatus  Academicus  of 
Edinburgh,  which  ruffled  fo  much  the  temper  and  philofophy 
of  the  learned  Doctors.    They  shall  not  be  difappointed. 

A  periodical  paper  was,  in  the  year  1796,  published  at 
Edinburgh,  under  the  title  of  The  Ghost.  Dr.  Cofijiancta 
wrote  in  itfeveral  essays,  which  do  not  difcredit  even  a  re- 
jected  Candidate  for  an  Edinburgh  Degree.  Among  thefe  is 
the  following  letter  referred  to  in  the  Appeal,  page  7. 

Most  Wise  Phantom, 
Behold  the  offspring  of  the  Mandarian  Cham-pi-pi.    I  am 
commissioned  by  the  mighty  Tchien-Long.    The  information 
communicated  to  the  Emperor  by  my  father,  has  induced  that 
wise  Monarch  to  send  another  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
Europe  at  this  crisis.  The  diligence  with  which  my  father  instruc- 
ted me  in  European  languages,  enabled  me  to  undertake  this 
important  mission.    Our  Emperor  having  heard  much  of  Scot- 
land, and  particularly  of  the  learning  in  that  country,  has  en- 
ned  me  to  make  my  residence  for  some  time  at  Edinburgh, 
and  to  transmit  my  reflections  to  the  Mandarin  Catau-you-se, 
who  presides  over  public  education.    I  keep  myself  disguised, 
my  principal  mission  being  of  a  political  nature.  Observations 
upon  manners,  however,  requiring  no  privacy,  I  purpose  to 
send  you  occasionally  some  remarks,  which  you  are  at  liberty 
to  transmit  to  the  Pekin  Reflector,  and  through  that  channel 
to  make  them  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  city  in  the 
world.    1  have  been  but  a  short  time  in  town ;  being  fully  in- 
structed in  the  manners  and  dress  cf  Europeans,  I  have  found 
means  to  pass  for  a  Frenchman,  and  in  this  character  have  al- 
ready taken  a  glance  of  every  thing  worthy  of  notice  about 
Edinburgh.    Two  days  ago,  I  witnessed  the  investing  sixteen 
learned  youths  with  the  power  of  healing.    Methought,  for  I 
had  never  heard  of  any  such  ceremony,  I  could  perceive  in  the 
countenances  of  the  gentlemen  a  sudden  and  more  dignified 
aspect,  when  a  black  bonnet  war  placed  upon  their  head ;  as 

when 
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when  the  profound  bonzes  dehvcr  their  luiiiitclligible  mysteries 
to  the  multitude  ;  but  a  matter  of  much  greater  surprize  than 
the  magical  effects  of  the  cap,  was  the  language  spoken. — Con- 
ceive my  astonishment,  when  I  heard  the  men  whose  business 
it  is  to  question  the  sick,  to  advise  them,  and  administer  reUef, 
talk  in  a  language,  which  1  vesollect  ray  father  told  me  was  used 
by  the  Monks,  in  their  mysteries,  to  conceal  their  ignorance. 
I  never  imagined  that  medicine  contained  mysteries  dangerous 
to  be  revealed,  A  friend  now  informs  me,  that  the  purpose  of 
using  Latin  in  this  ceremony  is  to  preserve  that  dialect  from 
decay.  .  He  added  with  regret,  that  unluckily  the  desired  effect 
was  not  obtained ;  fer  the  candidates  speak  only  a  jargon ;  and 
that  few  of  the  most  learned  men  are  masters  of  that  language. 
Nay,  he  tells  me,  that  some  of  the  Domini  Candidati  know  no 
more  of  it  than  a  string  of  phrases,  properly  arranged  and  num- 
bered, which  they  have  been  taught,  to  answer  particular  ques- 
tions. In  this  case,  I  am  afraid  the  young  Doctors  may  some- 
times mistake  the  number  of  the  question,  and  read  their  an- 
swer from  a  wrong  place.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senatus 
Acadcmicus,  that  instead  of  a  dialect  now  every  wher^  disused 
the  subliiRe  language  of  China  be  adopted.  The  modern 
European  tongues  may  not  be  sufficiently  dignified  ;  and  of  all 
others,  ours  seems  to  be  the  fittest  for  this  purpose  ;  its  noble 
sound  gives  it  a  decided  preference  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  its 
being  acquired  by  the  vulgar,  must  be  an  irresistable  recom- 
mendation in  favour  of  the  Serino  Sinensis. 

CHAM-PI-PI,  THE  SON. 

This,  however,  was  not  all.  An  Italian  Adventurer  ivho 
had  appeared  in  London  and  elfewhere,  ■under  the fuccessive 
names  o/"  Stella,  Gavache,  and  Manfredi....(ti//?(zf  his  real 
name  was,  God  knows ! )...,came  to  lEdinburgh  lOith  the 
name  and  alTuped  title  of  the  Chevalier  Manfredi,  and,  in  a 
pompous  advehffement,  invited  the  literati  to  his  public  exhi- 
bition as  an  Iniprovifatore.  Here,  among  many  other 
wonderful  feats,  this  foi-difant  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the 
Lion  of  Limboiirg,  engaged  to  dictate  at  once  to  atiy  fiv^ 
Gentlemen  extempore /^//m,  tipon  any  Jive  given  fubjects,  in 
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il^e  Latin,  French,  ItaUan,  Spanish,  and  Portugnese  Lan^ 
Its.    Dr.  Conjiancio  .rote  to  the  dictron  of  the  Chevaher 
dhat  he  called  the  Portuguefe,     OJ  this  ho.ever  he  found 
\heUngniiUeploraily  ignorant,  but  thougM  unnecessary 
t expose  Mm  i  his  audrence.    On  afccond  e.lnMon  Dr, 
Con  tancio  aga^n  appeared,  .hen  the  Chevaher  called  h.n 
a  ide,  and  acknowledged  thathe  kne.  little  of  the  Portuguese 
Language,  but  hoped  he  roould  assiji  him  zn  getttng  ihrougk 
M  the  Portuguese  letter,  M  Dr.  C.  having  ^nd^gnant^y 
refufed   the  ChevaHer  prudently  dropt  the  Portuguese  alto- 
Jetier  upon  that  oecafon.    About  the  fane  tine  a  pompous 
certlEcaie  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Newf papers  from  Pro- 
feffors  Monro,  Finlayfon,  and  Dahel,  and  Dr.  Cor^galton 
(iatin-,  that  they  had  attended  the  Chevalier's  exhibition,  and 
tvere%lly  faiisfied  of  Ms  proficiency  in  the  French,  Italian, 
and  Spanifh  languages.     Whether  all  ihefe  Gentlemen  are 
accurate  critics  inihe  French  and  Italian,  the  Editor  does  not 
prefume  to  fay,  but  he  mayfafely  aver,  that  .they  are  not  all 
Majiers  of  the  Spanifh.    Soon  after  Dr.  Gregory  Grant,  a 
ci-devant  Professor,  to  fhew  that  he  was'  at  leafi  a  French 
Scholar,  publifhed  the  followed  classical  advertisement,  which 
is  copied  verbatim  et  literatim, /mn  the  Edinburgh  Evening 
.Courant,  of  jth  July  1796. 

<'  Ayant  ete  present  au  deux  differentes  seances  du  Che- 
valier Manfredi,  et  ayant  ete  satisfai^^msi  que  toute  k  cora- 
■pagnie  des  preuves  evidentes,  qu'il  nous  a  donnees  de  ses 
connoissances  etendues  et  talents  distingues  dans  la  literature, 
particulierementFrancoise  et  Latine  (langues  que  je  crois  con- 
naitre  assez  pour  ne  point  en  hazarder  le  jugement),  j'ai  cru 
necessaire  d'informer  le  public. 

"  Avoir  eu  chez  moi  deux  entretiens  avec  le  Chev.  M. 
sa  facilite  de  parler  la  langue  Latine  et  Francoise  dans  toute 
leur  purete,  et  sa  methode  d'enseigner  me  font  (pour  I'a- 
vantage  du  public)  hautement  declarer  etre  le  Chev.  Manfredi 
--Ai;.homme  de  merite,  et  un  recommendable  professeur. 

«•  Gregory  Gbant." 
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All  this.  Quad:  v  expofed  in  the  Ghojl  by  Dr.  Con- 
Jiancio. 

Lajily  ihere  appeared  in  th^courfe  of  the  Idji  Sefdon  of  the 
Edinburgh  UniDerJity ,  the  following  Sen  6! &{^nt,  and  which 
was,  probably  wilhjuJHce,  attributed  to  Dr.  Conjlancio. 

GRADUATION. 

A  Gentleman  of^the  Univerfity  of  Pavia,  juii  arrived  ia 
this  City,  offers  his  Literary  Services  to  Gentlemen  afpiring 
to  Medical  honours.  It, is  but  too  melancholy  a  truth,  that 
in  this  Town,  fo  famed  for  its  learning,  the  ;^inftruction  oC 
Candidates  is  generally  intrufted  to  mere  GRINDERS. 

The  Doctor  who  now  fteps  forth  has  claims  infinitely 
fuperior.  The  honours  he  has  received  frojft  the  -inoft 
celebrated  Univerlitieg  on  the  Continent  ;  the  reiterated 
thanks  he  has  fuccefsively  merited  from  Collegians  oi, 
Leyden,  Gottingen,  Padua,  Montpellier,  and  Salamanca ; 
■  and»  above  all,  his  ardent  with  to  become  ufeful  to  the  nu-? 
merous  Youths  who  annually  flock  to  the  Alma  Ma-- 
ier  of  Caledonia's  Capital ;  all,  all  induce  him  to  devote 
himfelf,  for  the  prefent  feffion,  to  the  INJECTION  of 
•  Knowledge,  both  Claffical  and  Medical,  into  young  Men 
of  all  capacities,  by  a  new  PLAN  and  APPARATUS, 
and  upon  the  molt  Gentlemen-like  tefms. 

Thefes  compofevV  X-f  rendered  from  the  vernacular 
tongue  into  the  Latin  of  Celfus,  at  Two  Guineas  each. 
Surgeons  Mates,  for  the  Army  or  Navy,  qualified  in  a 
week;  fee  only  lol  (Id.  DOCTORS  PREPARED  in 
,one  kalendar  month;,  fee,  including  Theiis,  L.  5,  5s. 
Graduates  for  the  Northern  Univerfities  at  half  price.  The 
Profeffor's  method  istt'ch,  that  his  Pupils  muft  inevitably 
be  fuccefsful  in  their  applications. 

Letters  add reffed  to.  Dr.  A.  S.  S.  left  at  the  fliop 
William  Creech,  Efq.  Will  be  duly  forwarded,  and  receive- 
the  mOft  honourable  attention. 

N.  B.  Secrecy  may  be  depended  on^_ 


